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Are saturable inductors intentionally saturated?

Abstract: This article presents an overview of saturable inductors that are intentionally saturatedby the load
current and their applications to power supplies. After introducing the fundamentals of magnetization and
nonlinear inductance,three types of saturable inductors are differentiated.

What is inductor core saturation?

Inductor core saturation can often be observed directly in the converter current waveform where di/dt is
inversely proportional to inductance. As inductance drops due to core saturation,the current slope increase
rapidly. This can cause noise and damage to other components.

What happens when an inductor reaches saturation?
When the inductor enters saturation,it can store less energyand the ripple current increases - meaning that the
efficiency will be reduced. At this point,the inductor is behaving more like aresistor than an inductor.

What is a soft saturation in a power inductor?

o Soft saturation: the inductance reduces progressively. Thisis the case for power inductors with winding on a
powdered core. When examining inductor saturation the inductance vs current curve is preferable to the value
of the saturation current. Figure 1. Inductor Core Saturation: Hard Saturation (Black) /Soft Saturation (Red)

What is the difference between inductor saturation and inductance vs current?

This is the case for inductors with winding on a solid core. 0 Soft saturation: the inductance reduces
progressively. This is the case for power inductors with winding on a powdered core. When examining
inductor saturation the inductance vs current curve is preferable to the value of the saturation current.

How do you know if an inductor is saturated?

One rapid way to determine this is to measure the current flowing into the inductor. In fact,when the inductor
enters saturation the inductance drops,which means that the inductor current slope gets steeper. See Equation
1: Figure 2 shows the inductor current waveform of a boost converter without saturation.

Characteristics of toroidal inductors include: self shielding (closed magnetic path), efficient energy transfer,
high coupling between windings and early saturation. "E" Core "E" cores are shaped like an "E" and have a
closed magnetic path like atoroidal core when configured as ungapped. The

We have a core of some nominal energy storage capacity, independent of the winding we put around it; the
guestion, then, is what impedance -- what ratio of voltage to current -- the circuit needs. The turns count is the

transformer matching ratio for an inductor to the circuit. And when the inductor saturates, that ratio changes.

Figure 7: Inductor Saturation Current Curve. A smaller inductance (or alarger package size) alows inductors
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to handle higher saturation currents. Self-Resonant Frequency and Impedance. The self-resonant frequency (f
R) of an inductor is the lowest frequency at which the inductor resonates with its self-capacitance. At the
resonant frequency ...

Energy in an Inductor. When a electric current is flowing in an inductor, there is energy stored in the magnetic
field nsidering a pure inductor L, the instantaneous power which must be supplied to initiate the current in the
inductor is. so the energy input to ...

As aresult, the inductor can handle higher currents without the core material reaching saturation. Additionally,
the air gap allows the inductor to store more energy, which is advantageous in power applications where
energy storage is essential. When a gap isintroduced into the core, the effective reluctance increases.

Important parameters of the inductor | AVG, | OUT, | DC, | L ALL ARE THE SAME, they refer to the
average inductor current Is the starting point of inductor current rating selection Used to estimate DC copper
losses | MAX, | PEAK Determines the size of the inductor through the energy storage required Used to
determine minimum inductor saturation ...

The use of permanent magnets for bias magnetization is a known technique to increase the energy storage
capability in DC inductors, resulting in a size reduction or increased current rating.

An inductor is a current filtering device. By resisting change in current, the filter inductor essentially
accumul ates stored energy as an AC current crests each cycle, and rel eases that energy as it minimizes . Power
inductors require the presence of an air gap within the core structure. The purpose of the gap isto

POWER INDUCTORS HIGH CURRENT COMPOSITE CORE INDUCTORS Our composite core inductors
come in multiple platform sizes and provide a fully shielded, high energy storage, soft saturation solution for
applications up to 120Apk current. The construction enables the highest energy density of any available SMT
inductor and aso minimizes acoustic noise.

In addition, saturation is the point when an inductor can no longer store energy and instead shows a drop in
energy storage and inductance. From the inductor current waveform, in figure 1, it is evident that the inductor
peak current is the sum of the average inductor current and half of the peak-to-peak ripple current. It is worth
mentioning ...

energy stored in storage choke inductor eg. 1. To enable high energy storage and to minimize the resulting
core losses, the toroidal core volume is divided into many electrically isolated regions. ... Ferrite storage

chokes. For ferrites, the saturation curve shows a very steep decline beyond a certain DC current value ...

This article explained some of the physical behaviors that cause magnetics to saturate, and provided equations
to choose the proper inductance value for your circuit, scope pictures of ...
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Air gap is for preventing the inductor going into a saturation region. It has nothing to do with energy storage,
it"s just matter of building inductuctors for specific inductance/current. Share. Cite. Follow answered Sep 13,
2015 at 8:08. Marko Bur?? Marko ...

Figure 1: Inductor Saturation Diagram. Figure 2 shows another perspective of inductor saturation, as well as
an equation that shows how the system's flux density (B) and magnetic field strength (H) can affect
inductance.. When the magnetic flux density reaches BM, the magnetic flux density no longer increases with
the magnetic field strength.

resistance of aferrite inductor with the same energy storage, and it achieves 70% more energy storage than a
ferrite inductor with ... been used in inductors to improve saturation performance [8

If we increase the length of the gap, the slope of the B-H curve reduces further, leading to an even greater
energy storage capacity. Most of the energy in a gapped inductor is actually stored in the air gap. Choosing the
Gap Length and Number of Turns. We saw that the air gap increases the saturation current but lowers the

inductance.
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